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Treatment of
decompression illness
iIn remote locations

Petar J Denoble MD, D.Sc.

Vice President, Mission, Divers Alert Network

Decompression illness is an injury caused by
quick decompression and it may vary from mild

to life threatening.

Every suspicion of DCI requires evaluation by
physician. In case of confirmed diagnosis,
proper treatment is recompression and breathing

hyperbaric oxygen in recompression chamber (HBO).

hile traveling to see a doctor for an
Iwlevaluation, injured diver should breathe
oxygen (as close as possible to 100%) at normal
pressure. When HBO is not available locally,

injured diver will be evacuated to the most

appropriate HBO facility.

n remote locations evacuation may take days,
Icost a fortune and expose patient and crew to
additional risks. Such delayed and troublesome
process may be in vain in case of mild DCI which
may in the meantime completely resolve under
non-recompression treatment established by
qualified physician.

The main treatment mean in such case is the
normobaric oxygen, this does not mean that injured
diver should bypass professional medical evaluation

and self-treat his condition.

Every suspicion of DCI requires a complete
neurological examination and only physician

may tell mild from serious DCI.

EEiICEHITS
BREREEDE

Petar J Denoble MD, D.Sc.
Vice President, Mission, Divers Alert Network

REREFRRWAEICKYSIZRISN, EE
BERBENSMICHDDIRNET, SEITETT,

BEEENEONIBEICIE. EMICKS 1
DIRETT, LT BERESLEEZH <N
HEIIFE. BEBRER (FronN—) LIBT3
REeERALICBED. BYARRERAELLEYET,
ERZZ0IHIBER, FRTA/N—(2100%
IZRBRGEVWVEEDBREZRATEIIEDNBE
TYo Flo. MV 7% LICHIBICE ERERR
NGB, BERSAN—3bo L BEYREE
BEMRICHEEINEZENEENET,

ERMICHE LTS, BEICIIEBINEHL LN
T ISITIFZRBERE, BRTAN—EBEE
NESBDYRIIZESENDHBALHHTLLD,

BIEREREETld, Box0EN. ROEHERK
ETOER%ERBS6IC, EROERCILSEER
LDERE (BREBRKRSES) [CLVERIETRICH
L. BXIE|EICKRDIN L LNE LA,

ZOEIBT—RBVWTE, FDARIGEER
FREGERNET, Loal. BEBRREKES TH-oT
b, BRIMAN—FEMEICLZEZNFTME R
T2 BHLHY)ET, oWk, BSAE (HkT)
ZLTUEWITEEAS

BMEEZEANEON IR TORERSMN— L, E
FICL2MRZNFTMERITE2HENDY . B
RLE [ E T ld 7 CBAE CTdd 5 & D HIRT IS EE RN D &4
NMTWEET,

(#35R = DAN JAPAN)

QCONTENTS ~

AlertDiver 11






